Comic 017 


Panel 1: Elinor approaches Olive, who is bouncing a soccer ball on her 
trunk. Olive says, “I’m going for the world record for bouncing a ball on my 
trunk.” 

Panel 2: Olive continues to bounce as she says, “I only have ten more 
bounces to —Ah... Ahhh...” 

Panel 3: The ball falls to the ground as Olive lets out a big sneeze 
“ACHOO!!!” (away from Elinor) 

Panel 4: A slightly disheveled Olive says to Elinor, “Missed it by a sneeze.” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Bounce it! Find three toy balls to play with, and 
see whether they bounce differently or the same. Or, see if you can bounce 
them using different parts of your body, like your hands, knees, feet, 
elbows. PBS: Recommended change: Bounce it! Find three toy balls to play 
with, and compare how they bounce. Or, see if you can bounce them using 
different parts of your body, like your hands, knees, feet, elbows. 


Comic 018 


Panel 1: We see a closeup of a glass of lemonade. 

Panel 2: We widen out a little to see Elinor laying down and wearing 
sunglasses next to the glass of lemonade. 

Panel 3 + 4 (double panel): On a wide shot, we see that Olive and Elinor are 
sunbathing (both wearing sunglasses) on a blanket next to a rock with a 
couple of lizards on it. Elinor says, “You know, pretending to be a lizard is 
pretty fun after all!” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Go outside and compare how you feel inside and 
out in the sun. Do you feel warmer or colder? Or: Magic ink! Take some 
lemon juice and write something with it on a piece of paper. Then put the 
paper out in the warm sun to see how it appears! PBS: For the activity, have 
them compare how they feel outside in the shade vs. in the sun (not inside 
since there might be air conditioning or heating to affect the temp). We 
prefer this activity to the lemon juice because it relates to the comic and the 
lizards. Also, because it can be done almost anywhere and anytime. 


Comic 019 

Panel 1: We see the kids walking into the classroom. Ms. Mole is greets 
Elinor and says, “How was your jelly sandwich, Elinor?” 

Panel 2: Elinor is surprised. “Gasp! How did you know I ate a jelly 
sandwich, Ms. Mole?” 

Panel 3: We widen out to see that Elinor’s front is full of jelly stains. Ms. 
Mole sniffs at her. 


Panel 4: Elinor looks down at her dress as Ms. Mole says, “When a teacher’s 
nose knows, it knows!” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Food Search! Find some fruits or other food 
items that smell, and place them on a table, then try to find them using only 
your sense of smell. Or: Make a Nature Potpourri! Go for a walk and search 
for things that have an aroma (like pine needles, or flowers, or grass). 
Collect them and bring them home to place in a small cup to put on your 
table. In both suggestions, talk to your child about what each item smells 
like. PBS: For the activity, consider referring to it as a scent scavenger 
hunt. 


Comic 020 


Panel 1: We see Ari just finished putting together some sticks and pieces of 
wood. There’s a small bottle of glue nearby. He holds up the finished piece 
(a kid-quality, messy art piece), and says, “Ta da! I finished my wood 
sculpture!” 

Panel 2: Ari admires it on the table, and says, “This must be the best wood 
sculpture ever.” 

Panel 3: He turns to his side, where we can see a little bit of Sally next to 
him. Ari says, “What do you think, Sally?” 

Panel 4: We widen out and reveal that Sally also made a sculpture: a finely- 
carved mini wood statue of a beaver in a classical pose. Ari looks at it and 
says, “Never mind.” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Make a Nature sculpture! Collect sticks and 
leaves and mud and other things around your yard or park, and make a fun 
sculpture. 


Comic 021 

Panel 1: Olive and Elinor are playing in Elinor’s yard when Elinor finds a 
feather. She says, “Look, a feather!” 

Panel 2: Olive now holds the feather and says, “I don’t see any birds around. 
I wonder where it came from?” 

Panel 3: Elinor looks off screen and says, “I think I know...” 

Panel 4: We widen out and see Olive and Elinor behind Elinor’s Dad, who 
sleeps in a hammock nearby as feathers come out of his pillow. Elinor says, 
“Tt’s from a daddy!” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Bird watching! Look out your window or go for a 
walk and see if you can spot any birds. Write down in your notebook what 


color feathers they have and what the bird looked like. When you get home, 
see if you can find online which birds you spotted. 


Comic 022 

Panel 1: Elinor and Olive spot a bird nest up in a tree. Elinor says, “Olive, 
look!” 

Panel 2: On a close view, we see a mama bird feeding worms to her babies. 
From off-screen we hear Elinor say, “A mama bird is feeding worms to her 
babies.” 

Panel 3: Back on the ground, Olive says, “That’s funny. I brought worms for 
my snack too.” Elinor looks shocked. 

Panel 4: Olive reveals her snack, saying, “Spaghetti noodle worms!” A 
relieved Elinor smiles. 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Favorite foods! What kinds of food do you like, 
that nobody else likes as much? Make a list of each of your family member’s 
or friends’ favorite foods, and compare them. Or: Have a meal time where 
you pretend to be birds and eat noodles or gummy worms for a snack 
(maybe include a recipe for making noodles? Or a “dirt cup” with gummy 
worms and crumbled oreos, etc.). 


Comic 023 

Panel 1: Olive listens to a bird singing up in a tree. She says, “Oh, hello 
birdie!” 

Panel 2: Olive says, “I love your singing. Can I join you?!” 

Panel 3: Olive TOOTS her trunk as loud as she can, creating slightly jagged 
music notes in the air as the bird jumps up. 

Panel 4: We see the bird flying away in the background. A disappointed 
Olive says, “I guess she doesn’t like duets.” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Animal sounds! Go for a walk and observe what 
different sounds you can hear. Try to guess what animals they come from. 
Or: imagine the sounds of different animals your child would like to meet. 


Comic 024 

Panel 1: We see Elinor at the schoolyard standing next to Javier Moose as 
Ari walks up. Elinor says, “Javier can’t talk today, he lost his voice.” 
Panel 2: Ari confidently says, “Don’t worry, I know what to do!” 

Panel 3: We see Ari crawling around looking closely at the ground. A 
confused Elinor asks, “Uh, what are you doing?” 

Panel 4: Ari continues to look, saying, “I’m looking for his voice!” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Play charades! Make a list of words and write 
them in small bits of paper (or we include word suggestions), then take 
turns drawing them from a hat or bag and play charades. PBS: would like to 
frame the charades activity as a different way to communicate (without 
talking). 


Comic 025 

Panel 1: We see Ari, Olive and Elinor in a field. Ari is digging with a shovel, 
Elinor carries a planting, and Olive is digging with a small spade. Elinor 
says, “What a perfect day!” 

Panel 2: On a closer view, Elinor puts the planting in a hole and says, I just 
love planting trees!” 

Panel 3: Olive pats the dirt with the spade and says, “Me too!” 

Panel 4: We focus on Ari and see that he has half buried himself. Extending 
his arms, he says, “Me ‘tree’!” In a little follow up call out he says, “Get it?” 


Activity: TBD. Suggestions: Make a time capsule! Take some things you 
want to remember and place them in a bag or box. Bury it in your yard or 
house planter (or store in your closet) and set a calendar reminder to bring 
it out after a month or two. Talk to your child about why they picked each 
item. Or: Plant a tree with your child! Plant one in your yard or a house 
planter, or talk to your local park authority about volunteering to plant in 
your local area. PBS: The time capsule activity doesn’t really tie to this 
comic. The plan a tree one does, Or, could you try coming up with 
something like going on a tree scavenger hunt to find trees with different 
types of leaves or something like that? 


